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The panorama of Europe’s healthcare in 2020 is decidedly mixed. Huge advances in many 
areas – driven by public policy, science, research and healthcare workers – contrast with 
gaps in many others, where illness goes untreated or undetected until too late, or where 
regions and sections of society enjoy less access or fewer benefits…  
 
In some areas, further progress is dependent on science. But in others, where answers are 
already available, improvements could come from better organisation or better use of 
resources.   The EU benefits from a robust legal framework supporting the uptake of 
scientific discoveries that contribute to patients’ health. EU level efforts have focused on 
bringing promising products to the market some. But the use of promising products is not 
always as widespread as it might be, leading to sub-optimal care and disappointment. 
 
Overall, the picture is of great prospects still unfulfilled.  
 
Some of the evidence leaps out of hard statistics. Health manifestly does not receive the 
same attention or quality of service everywhere in Europe, or across all areas of healthcare. 
And the uneven attention results in uneven performance by health services, and uneven 
health among Europe’s citizens. The differences across so many aspects of health provoke 
obvious questions that do not yet have adequate answers. 
 
Why is that the proportion of women aged 50-69 years who had been screened for breast 
cancer using a mammography within the previous two years differed greatly among 
member states? Based on screening programmes, eight member states had breast cancer 
screening rates below 50%, with the lowest rates in Romania (0.2% of women aged 50-69), 
Bulgaria (20.6%) and Slovakia (30.7%). By contrast, there were four member states that 
reported breast cancer screening rates of 75% or above: Denmark (82.1%), Finland (81.9%), 
the Netherlands (78.2% in 2015) and the United Kingdom (75.1%). And more than three 
quarters of women aged 20 to 69 year in the United Kingdom, Luxembourg, Ireland and 
Sweden had been screened for cervical cancer within the previous three years. 1 
 
Cancer patients in central and eastern Europe have 30% less chance of cure than in western 
Europe. 
 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20200109-
1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Feurostat%2Fnews%2Fwhats-new 



 
There is ample evidence of the current deficiencies in healthcare, with similar variations in 
coverage/effective screening/diagnosis/treatment of disease. 
 
Preventable mortality is more than twice the EU average level in Hungary, Latvia and 
Lithuania. Only 3% of spending is devoted to prevention across the EU - and below 2% in 
Slovakia, Cyprus, Greece, Malta, Romania, Portugal and France. The availability of certain 
essential medicines and early uptake of innovative therapies is markedly uneven across 
Member States. The actual market presence and coverage at national level of centrally 
authorised medicines vary widely too.2 
 
The event focus on how the EU can ensure early diagnosis for cancer patients.  
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