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Background 

On Friday 9 September, the European Alliance for Personalised Medicine (EAPM) will be holding a event 
on the topic of lung-cancer screening, during the European Society of Medical Oncology Congress.  
 
Most experts in the field have agreed that Europe’s health systems need to adapt quickly to allow patients 
and citizens to benefit from early diagnosis of lung cancer and reduce mortality for this lethal disease. 
 
Numbers game 
 
Currently, five-year survival rates stand at a mere 13% in Europe and 16% over in America.  It is the most 
commonly found cancer in men and lung cancer in women is being represented by a “worrying rise” 
according to the World Health Organization.  Some one billion people on the planet are regular smokers. 
And figures show that lung cancer causes almost 1.6 million deaths each year worldwide, representing 
almost one-fifth of all cancer deaths.   Within the EU, meanwhile, lung cancer is also the biggest killer of 
all cancers, responsible for almost 270,000 annual deaths (some 21%).  
 
What next? 
 
For screening to be cost effective, it has to be applied to the population at risk. For lung cancer, this is not 
simply based on age and sex, as it is in the majority of breast or colon cancer screening.  Europe needs to 
involve all key groups in developing recommendations and guidelines for implementation, adapted 
according to the healthcare landscape of individual countries.   Various Member States have already 
shown a willingness to move forward in lung-cancer screening, and several countries’ health attachés will 
take part in the event.  All of the above will be discussed at the lung-cancer screening event, and it is 
envisaged that a coordinated plan will emerge, which will make its way to Commission and Parliament 
policymakers and Member State health system chiefs. 
 
It is clear than any further delay to the implementation of the best form of lung-cancer screening will 
mean many more unnecessary lives lost. 
 
Now is the time to persuade policy-makers across the EU that this is an urgent societal need. And that 
means that it’s a political need.   
 
Nearly 20 years ago, the Council Recommendation detailed the fundamental principles of the best 
practices in cancer screening, and urged Member States to take common actions to implement such 
programmes through a population-based approach with appropriate quality assurance at all levels.   
Twenty years later, the majority of EU Member States now have population-based breast cancer 
screening programmed, for instance.  



   

“This event is funded by an unrestricted grant from AstraZeneca.” 

 
It is now time to expand recommendations to include lung cancer screening. 
 
The event will discuss this iussue as well as the launch of a statement of principles fort he implementation 
of lung cancer screening at the EU and member states level  
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ESMO Congress 

18:00-18.45  Advocacy Engagement on Lung Cancer Screening   

Chair: Denis Horgan, EAPM Executive Director 
 
Setting the Scene: Torsten-Gerriet.Blum, Head of the Thoracic Oncology Assembly within the European 
Respiratory Society (ERS) and member of the Executive Committee of ERS (Confirmed) 
 
WHO: Felipe Roitberg, Cancer Control Management at WHO. Management of Noncommunicable Diseases 
(MND) World Health Organization (TBC) 
 
Italy: Prof. Giorgio Scagliotti, Professor of Oncology at the University of Torino, Italy 

Greece: Kostas N. Syrigos, MD, PhD, FCCP, Professor of Medicine & Medical Oncology, Head 3rd Department 
of Internal Medicine, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece.  (Confirmed) 

Belgium: Paul E. Van Schil, MD, PhD,  Department of Thoracic and Vascular Surgery, Antwerp University 
Hospital and Antwerp University, Antwerp, Belgium. (Confirmed) 
 
Spain: Luis Paz-Ares, Hospital Universitario Doce de Octubre, Madrid, Spain (confirmed) 

France:: Marie-Pierre REVEL, Université Paris Descartes Service de Radiologie A - Hôpital Cochin, Paris, 
France  (confirmed) 

Sweden: Ebba Hallersjo Hult, Head of the innovation milieu, Vision Zero Cancer, Sweden (confirmed) 

Other country experts that will be attending ESMO will be invited 

18.45 – 19.30. Launch of the Declaration and Signing : Cocktail Reception 

Rosa Giuliani, Director of Public Policy at the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO), Consultant 
medical oncologist, The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre NHS Foundation Trust  (Tentative) 

Greg Rossi,  Senior Vice President Oncology Europe and Canada · AstraZeneca (confirmed) 

Francesco De Lorenzo, President, European Cancer Patient Coalition (Confirmed) 

All delegates invited to Sign  


